
Valencia Community College

Fine and Performing Arts   -   Music Program

  -  Performance Lab - Seminar
Monday 1:00-1:50pm

Wednesday 1:00-1:50pm
Course Syllabus

Spring 2012 / 1 Credit

Instructor:  Ms. Carla DelVillaggio  

Phone: VCC: 407-582-2329, (leave message);  Cell: 407-432-0015.  
E-mail:     School: cdelvillageio@valenciacollege.edu
Website:  http://frontdoor.valenciacc.edu/?cdelvillageio
This syllabus is the contract between you, the student and me, the instructor.  You are responsible for knowing and abiding by all the information in this syllabus.

Course Objective and Schedule:

This course is designed to work in conjunction with applied voice private studies only.  Students will perform repertoire studied in the current semester’s private lessons. The class provides an informal performance opportunity for each student to gain performance experience.  The objective of the course is to practice, enhance and sharpen performance skills for solo performance in recital, audition and competition settings. While the focus of this Seminar (Performance Lab) course is on performance issues, reference to pedagogical issues (at the discretion of the professor) may be made from time to time. The professor will use available class time to work with each student performer in a “master class” type of situation.  Class participation as an interested/active “audience” is not only essential, but is also a part of your grade.  Students may be asked to share constructive comments with the performers. The students must perform at least two times in class, plus one time during the Final Exam (3 total).  Occasionally, if there is time in the schedule, I will allow someone to sing an extra time, if they are getting ready to do an audition or just because they want more work with the instructor. Due to time limitations, the Professor may have some students perform their “Final” during the classes just prior to the Final Exam date. All students are required to attend the final exam, regardless of whether or not they are performing. No exceptions will be made, unless there is a confirmed emergency such as illness (you MUST present a valid doctor’s note). Valencia policy states that anyone not attending the final exam will be given an automatic “F” for the class.  
When Will You Sing?
The Professor will post a schedule of the dates that each student is required to sing, on Mr. Gerber’s studio door.  It is your responsibility to check this schedule OFTEN, it will also be announced at the end of each class as to who will sing the following week.  You are required to provide your private voice instructor with the dates that you are performing in this class.
If the student is present, but is unprepared (this includes not being properly dressed) and fails to perform or sing, the student will be given a zero. Students may request to switch performance dates with another student only with the approval of the Professor prior to the day of class. This must also be cleared with Ms. Bailey and your private voice instructor. The reason for switching with another student must be valid as determined by myself.  Not being prepared is not a valid excuse.  Students are expected to improve in areas of performance discussed, as this will be considered in the grade assessment for each performance. The grade will also reflect overall performance level as compared to others in the class.

** When no student is prepared to perform, the instructor may elect to use the class time to listen to recordings of vocal literature, watch videos of concerts, master classes and related forums, or use the time to discuss practice habits, memorization techniques, interpretative approaches, stylistic considerations, etc.

**NOTE: This is a class where you are asked to take chances, to put yourself on the line as a performer and allow yourself to be vulnerable.  This is easier for some people than others, and we should all be sensitive to that fact.  That being said, if you have been in this class more than one semester then it will be expected that you have more skills and to be more open to critique and to show your emotions onstage in an appropriate manner.  All students will be encouraged to go “to the edge” in the communication of your music to your audience.  This class is taught using a number of different techniques: student performances help expand knowledge of repertoire for other students;  instructor suggestions help increase student interpretative acuity; student verbalization of performance and practice suggestions helps allow students to learn from each other’s experiences and helps lay a foundation for future teaching skills; and demonstration on the part of the instructor gives insight into musical and technical approaches designed to increase the efficiency of student practice time and dramatic approaches to vocal literature.  

PROFESSIONALISM: This class is considered a DIVA-FREE ZONE.  You are all on a level playing field once you enter this classroom.  Some might be more experienced, but every one of you has something important to learn.  Everyone MUST be open to constructive criticism and, in fact, should welcome it.  When you are given comments and critiques you are expected to listen, and consider each of them as something from which you can learn. You should also take particular interest in the critiques of your classmates, as you can learn so much by listening to others.  Negative comments made by anyone regarding another classmate are not tolerated – period.  Professionalism is also about being completely prepared, being a good musician, having worked thoroughly with the accompanist, knowing everything there is to know about your music, etc.  Anyone acting in a less than professional way will be asked to leave the class.  
 Please refer to the VALENCIA CODE OF CONDUCT at the following website http://www.valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/print.cfm?RecordID=180  

(it is your responsibility to be familiar with this document, specifically with regard to Section IV “STANDARDS OF CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR”. )
General Class Rules:  All cellphones are to be turned OFF (not on vibrate or silent).  NO TEXT MESSAGING OR UPDATING OF FACEBOOK (!) DURING CLASS - PERIOD.  Anyone found to be using their phones in any way, will turn over their cellphone to me until the end of class. Unless you are called away to administer CPR, deliver a baby, or save the planet from alien invaders, you will NOT be allowed to leave class early.  IF you must leave due to extreme illness or a family EMERGENCY, you must provide documentation at the next class period.  NO EATING DURING CLASS.  You may bring bottled water, but that is all.
Ms. D’s Preferred Method of Communication:  I utilize ATLAS EMAIL for the majority of my communication to my students.  You will be REQUIRED to check your ATLAS email on a regular basis (daily is preferable).  Email is considered to be a viable means of communication according to VCC policy.  Your failure to read your ATLAS email is not my fault.  Frequently, I will send updated Performance schedules, concert information or any number of important things-to-know.  If you do not check your email you will miss out on valuable or time-sensitive information.  A BROKEN or otherwise incapacitated computer is NOT considered a viable excuse.  Not checking your email is NOT an excuse.  Most of you have no problem finding time for texting and Facebook, so you definitely have time to check your Valencia email!  There are many computers on campus that are available to you.  If I request a response to my email I will expect to receive it in a timely manner.  If an email from me has a “return receipt request” on it, please send it back to me, so I know you have read the email. 
Performance Guidelines:

1. The same song may not be performed twice. Only current (this semester) applied lesson repertoire is applicable in this class.  Repertoire from previous semesters MAY be used in the first few classes only for returning students, and only at the discretion of the Professor. 
2. It is expected that music will be prepared outside of class. Performances are exactly that: performances, not “works in progress.” Students should give 100% here, for the greatest learning comes from giving your all, and then learning how to go even beyond this. Many students hear suggestions half-heartedly when they are not fully prepared to perform, making the excuse that they would have applied those suggestions if they had fully prepared for the performance. Remember: the audience expects your best (CD quality!), and are not interested in “works in progress.” No true professional performs without securely giving his/her all!

3. All Music Must Be Memorized:  NO performances will be given while using the music.  If it is not memorized, it is not “Ready for Prime Time”.  If it is clear that you are not fully prepared, you will be asked to sit down and you will forfeit your performance time and receive an “F” for that performance.
4. Accompanist Arrangements:  Jeanmarie Bailey is our class accompanist.  When the performance schedule is posted on Mr Gerber’s door, you will know when you are to perform in class.  **You must give a copy of this schedule to your applied voice teacher as well.  You must provide a notebook-ready copy of ALL of your music to the accompanist (according to the specifications outlined in the information you are given by Mrs. Bailey at the first class). Music must be provided to her NO LESS THAN two weeks prior to your performance date and you must arrange to rehearse a minimum of 2 times, PRIOR to your performance date.  Not 10 minutes PRIOR!  Professionals do not put accompanists “on the spot,” but work at length with the musicians accompanying them. It is impossible to develop nuance and precision ensemble without having time to work with your accompanist.  Not having music for class when needed is unacceptable – take responsibility and make sure you have all the tools you need to be successful in this class.   If you have arranged time to rehearse with Mrs. Bailey and you are a NO SHOW you may be required to PAY for the time you wasted in her schedule.  Not showing up for a rehearsal is also extremely unprofessional behavior.  You must also provide ME with a Xerox copy of your music on the day of your performance so that I may make notes on it for your review.
5. Students should dress appropriately for each performance they give in class.  Dress as you would for an audition, or church, or some other somewhat dressy occasion. 
No exceptions.  No excuses.  Ladies please wear skirts (no slacks!) or dresses and heels – WITH HOSE!  *The only exception to the “no slacks” rule would be for a female singer whose character is a young boy – as in some mezzo-soprano operatic repertoire.  No jeans, Tshirts, bare-midriffs or overly-revealing outfits (too short, too low, etc).  Men please wear nice slacks and shirt, AND belt (tuck in your shirt please).   Everyone please utilize an iron….just think “professional”.  Ladies, please do not tell me you “don’t own a dress or skirt or heels or hose”.  Men and Women – please make sure your hair is not hanging in your eyes!  Please take yourselves seriously and act and dress like a professional.  Enhance your wardrobe!!!
6. Announce the name of the song and its composer. You must know the musical period, the type of song, the dramatic content (i.e., who, what, when, where, why), the correct pronunciation and the word-for-word translation of foreign texts. You must read your word-for-word translation to the audience (class) – and you may additionally provide your translation in written form, but you MUST give us the translation orally.  This will be mandatory! A poetic translation is also required.  I highly suggest writing out your lyrics or translations in the vernacular. You may be asked at any time for details about the piece you are singing.  Failure in any of these areas will be reflected in your grade for that day.

7.  It is expected that Sophomores should reach a higher level of performance than Freshmen, and grading will reflect this.

8. This class is videotaped every class period.  The purpose of this is for students

to take advantage of the opportunity to view themselves and observe their own performance habits.  Seeing yourself on video is an invaluable learning experience, for in that way you see and hear what your audience sees and hears.  
***You must provide your OWN flashdrive (with a rather large capacity) to be used exclusively for your performances throughout the semester.  Please put your name on it somewhere in case you should leave it behind.  Please do not rely on having a classmate video record your performance on their camera or phone, as you will need immediate access to your video. Your homework then will be to watch it and write a one page review of your own performance.  
What do you see and hear that is good and WHY?
What do you see and hear that needs improvement and WHY?
What do you plan to do in order to make these improvements? Be specific.
Anything else you wish to discuss about your performance.
These reviews are part of your grade.  There are to be TYPED (nothing hand-written please) and are due no later than the next class meeting following your performance, or you may email them to me prior to the next class meeting.  If you do not have your flashdrive on the day of your performance you will not be allowed to perform.  If you have not turned in a review of your previous performance you will lose a letter grade on your next performance. It will negatively impact your final performance grade.
9.  NEW THIS YEAR:  For at least ONE song you choose to sing for a grade in Performance Lab you will be required to find videos of other singers performing the same song.  One MUST be an established professional.  If you are unsure, please discuss this with your private lesson teacher.  The other can be an amateur.  As part of your presentation in class, you will write a detailed comparison of the two performances.  Make sure these are actual performances, as in recital or concert.  Utilizing information we have discussed in class about performance style, understanding of the language, commitment to the text, expressing the meaning of the words, etc.  This comparison is to be turned in to me on the same day as your performance. Please type these and include links to the two videos you observed.  This review should be at least one page in length.   
Grading:  Grading of these performances is subjective, however I am attempting to put a percentage to each criteria below.  Your grades will be based on my evaluation of your work over the course of the semester.  Based on the following overall criteria:
1.  10%   Attendance / Tardiness

2.  25%   Preparation, including translations and knowledge of repertoire 

3.  25%   Presentation (including “comparison of two videos, see #9 above)
4.  10%  Obvious improvement from one performance to the next

5.  15%  Class Participation and Attitude, ability and willingness to be open to suggestion and change
6.  15%  Your Performance Reviews
Special Rules:

1. No smoking, eating or drinking is allowed anywhere in the music building, including in the practice rooms.  Please do not eat during class.  You may bring bottled water. 
Attendance Policy:


1. Attendance is mandatory for all classes. Students must be on time for class.


2. The student is responsible for ALL material covered or assigned during classes.


3. Tardiness:



More than 10 minutes late = one absence.

4. Withdrawal from the class:
Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W.”  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  A faculty member MAY withdraw a student up to the beginning of the final exam period for violation of the class attendance policy.  A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W.”  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please go to: http://valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75
5. More than 3 absences = drop one letter grade for the semester per each additional absence and you will be subject to withdrawal from the class.  
6. Any student choosing not to attend the final performance (FINAL EXAM) will be given an “F” for the semester regardless of the work they have done up to that point. 
Valencia Community College Student Competencies:

1.Think critically and make reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating knowledge.


2. Read, listen, write and speak effectively.


3. Recognize the value of aesthetics.

CLAST Competencies:


1. Reading skills (literal comprehension, critical comprehension).


2. Logical reasoning skills.

Academic Honesty:

Each student is expected to be in complete compliance with the college policy on academic honesty as set forth in the college catalog and the student handbook. Any student found cheating on an exam will receive a zero on that exam. The professor may also choose to withdraw the student from the class.

Students With Disabilities:
Students with disabilities who qualify for accommodations must provide a 
notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office of Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. East Campus office location: Building 5, Rm 216.
Student Conduct:

Valencia Community College is dedicated to the advancement and learning as well as the development of responsible personal and social conduct. By enrolling at VCC, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct. For further detail, refer to the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.

Important Information for all Students: 

Valencia College is interested in making sure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. Free face-to-face counseling is also available.
Disclaimer:


Changes in this syllabus and or schedule may be made at any time during the term 
by announcement from the professor. A revised syllabus may then be issued at the 
discretion of the professor.

AGREEMENT
I _____________________________________, affirm that I have read the syllabus for this course in its entirety and that I fully understand all of its content.  I have no questions (or have had my questions answered satisfactorily) as to course content, requirements, grading and all other class policies.  I understand that should I fail to complete any requirements set forth in this syllabus that it will be reflected in my grade.

Signature:__________________________________

Printed Name:______________________________

Date:_____________________________________

Performance Lab Spring 2012
**this page is to be completed and turned in to Ms DelVillaggio at the 2nd class meeting.  The questionnaire on the following page is also to be completed and turned in to me at the next class meeting.
Taking Chances, and Stepping Out of Your Comfort Zone:

(addendum to PERFORMANCE LAB SYLLABUS– Spring 2012 - Questionnaire)

NAME: _________________________________________________
As stated in the syllabus, this is a Performance Class and as such, it is a class where you are asked to take chances, to put yourself on the line as a performer, and allow yourselves to be vulnerable.  We will utilize some limited Peer Assessment, Self-Assessment and Instructor Assessment throughout the semester.  

I would like you to answer the following questions with regard to your experiences as a performer.  (Please answer on the back or on a separate piece of paper).  This will help me as we move forward this semester, and hopefully I can assist you in more specific ways to be better communicators and to be open to critique and assessment. This is all meant to help you grow and strengthen as a performer. If needed, I might request a meeting to discuss anything I think might be of benefit to you in helping you to be more open as a performer.  I will use the information I gather to create some class discussions as to how cultural differences and diverse backgrounds as well as life experiences, can affect our ability to be receptive to giving and receiving criticism in an open forum like this class.  
1.  Are you typically a shy person?

2.  If you are shy, would you like to overcome it?  Do you have ideas for doing so?

3.  Do you feel your shyness inhibits your ability to be a convincing performer onstage?

4.  Are there any reasons, OTHER than shyness, that would inhibit your ability to be a convincing performer onstage?  What would those be?  

5.  What reasons can you think of that would make it difficult for you to accept constructive criticism from the instructor?  From other students?  (anything in your culture, your background, your previous training, etc?)

6.  What reasons can you think of that would make it difficult for you to GIVE constructive criticism to other students?

7.  When you perform in front of an audience what elements should you keep in mind as far as being able to communicate to them?  

8.  What might cause some audience members not to “hear” or appreciate your performance in the way you’d want them to?  (would you take into account: language barriers? hearing difficiencies? Cultural differences? )

9. When I say that you “must be open to constructive criticism and, in fact, you should welcome it”  how does that make you feel?  

10. As an audience member how does it make you feel when you observe a performer that communicates their music very passionately and personally?

11. Is there anything that would make you uncomfortable about expressing certain very personal emotions that occur in the music you are singing?  Why or why not?

12. Would you feel comfortable expressing your discomfort with showing your vulnerability as a performer?  Why or why not?  

13. Since you must watch the videotapes of your performances and write critiques of what you have observed, is there any reason why you would be uncomfortable expressing POSITIVE viewpoints about your performances? What about negative viewpoints?  Why or why not?


